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out.  He looked at Punchi Menika, and said sharply:
"What do you want here?"
"I have come about my man, aiya. A long time
ago he was sent here for six months. The time has
passed, but he has not returned to the village. They
say he is dead. Is it true, aiya?"
"What was his name and village?"
"He was from Beddagama."
"His name?"
"Aiya, how can I tell his name?"
"What was his name, fool?"
"They called him Babun."
"What was he convicted for?"
"It was a false case. They said he had robbed
the Arachchi."
"Oh, that man, yes. The Arachchi was killed
afterwards, wasn't he?"
"Yes, yes, my father did that."
"Well, he was here, too. Have you any money,
woman?"
"No, aiya, none; we are very poor."
"Ah! well We can't tell you anything here.
You must go to Kamburupitiya, and send a petition
to the Agent Hamadoru."
"But you know my man, aiya; you said you did.
What harm to tell me? Is he here now? What
has happened to him? I have come many days'